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Special points of
interest:
• The straight story about
that plane
• PERA news—the assault on
the organization continues
from what is becoming the
usual source.
• Some big dates

Thoughts from the President
Colonel James W. Wolﬁnbarger sent the following message of thanks a(er being advised of the Alumni Associaon’s response to a call for help from the Associaon of
Colorado State Patrol Professionals when addressed at
our Annual Meeng in Grand Juncon.
Dear Rerees of the Colorado State Patrol,
Thank you very much for your selﬂess eﬀorts to
assist the Associaon of Colorado State Patrol
Professionals by collecng voluntary dues from
your membership in support of the Associaon.
In addion, I must also remark on your solidarity
with regard to the proposed PERA legislaon.
Your acons with our legislature, much the same
as the Associaon, clearly demonstrate your resolve to ensure the solvency and operaons of
the Associaon and PERA. I and future members
are indebted to you for your eﬀorts.
Thank you.
S/ Colonel James M. Wolﬁnbarger, Chief
Colorado State Patrol
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On behalf of the Colorado
State Patrol Alumni Associaon, our sincere thanks to
Colonel Wolﬁnbarger for
his kind remarks.
The Colorado State Patrol
Alumni Associaon Board
of Directors also extends a
most gracious thank you to
all members who voluntarily responded this call for
assistance from ACSPP.
Thanks to the outpouring
from our members, as well
as rerees not CSPAA
(Continued on page 7)
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Who has joined CSPAA, lately?
With each membership year end, the total number of members changes. Some opt out, others opt in.
The reason often given for non-renewal is “I don’t know any of those people promoted or transferred.” The way I see it, the ones WE cater to are those who are retired, but to each his own.

As of this writing, there are 370 members in CSPAA
•

Jan Jackson

Littleton, CO

February, 2012

New member

•

Oscar King

Craig, CO

February, 2012

Returning member

•

George Campbell Clay Center, KS February, 2012

Returning member

•

Richard Harris

Wiggins, CO

March, 2012

New member

•

George Rahne

Rogers, AR

March, 2012

Returning member
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2nd Tuesday Coffee
Some me back, Chester
Roberts organized a regular
meeng of CSP rerees and
asked that anyone wishing
to parcipate in a “the-ﬁrstliar-doesn’t-stand-a-chance”
coﬀee meeng to show up
at the academy at 9:00 a.m.
on the second Tuesday of
each month (anyone, in this
case, means spouses, too).
It provides a means to see
faces you haven’t seen in a
while at mes other than

formal get-togethers. If
you ﬁnd yourself in the
Denver area on the second Tuesday of the
month, please make a
side trip to the academy
and see who you can outperform in the exchange
of vital recollecons. For
the record, this is not just
a uniformed member
funcon – if you rered as
a civilian member, your
lies are just as welcome as

those from “the blue shirts”.
For this quarter, the
meengs will be at 9:00
a.m.:
April 10th
May 8th
June 12th
(For what it’s worth, if
you’re not at the gettogether, it could be you
that’s being talked about.)

When did these occur?
The original 44 CSP members reported to Camp George West on September 23, 1935 for
training. When did they complete that training in 1935?
October 6th
October 20th
November 3rd
November 10th
The venerated black, leather jacket became a part of the CSP uniform in?
1946
1949
1951
1952
When did service stars and bars become part of the uniform?
1951
1953
1957
1959
Early on, terminology was “Division and District”. Later it was changed to “District and Troop”.
When did that happen?
1978
1980
1982
1984
The current patrol car color scheme of silver with
black and blue trim came about in:
1997
1999
2000
2001
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CSPAA Dues
In the last issue, I put the
squeeze on you for dues to be
sent to ACSPP. Suﬃce to say,
the response has been heart –
warming to ACSPP. Our members have, once again, shown
they are willing to help out a
friend in need. I join Joe Mikita
in expressing our collecve, sincere thanks for your graciousness.
Now, it’s me to put the squeeze on you for our
own dues. (I suspect some may have thought the
check sent for ACSPP covered both, but, not so.)
Each year, CSPAA dues are due by June 30th, so I
begin asking with the April newsleGer. I’ll be sending each of you (who owe dues) a noce – either in
the mail or by email, depending on how you receive the newsleGer advising you that you owe
dues for ﬁscal year 2012. The dues are sll $20 per
year.

We have a number of members who have paid their dues
“in advance” – some of those purposely. If you’ve already
paid, you won’t receive a noce from me. If you owe, I’ll
send a PayPal invoice to you via email so you can use
your credit card, if you’d like, or you can choose to send
a check via regular mail. If you owe and you don’t get the
newsleGer via email, I’ll send you a renewal noce via
the mail. If you don’t hear from me, you don’t owe anything.
It is very helpful if you provide us with updates to your
informaon. The roster contains the following informaon about you: your name; your spouse’s name; your
address; your home and cell phone numbers; your email
address and your preference for receiving the newsleGer.
It also lets me know if you’d rather not
have your informaon shared with
other CSPAA members. If any of your
info has changed, please let me (or
Ken) know and I’ll update the records.

ACSPP Dues
The ACSPP board sends a
HUGE “THANK YOU” to all
of you who are supporng
your Associaon. Many of you (181 as of this
wring) have paid the $60.00 voluntary dues, and
a couple of you have given donaons above the
dues. This is greatly appreciated and will be put to
good use. We also thank those of you who
showed up for the PERA bills that were heard and
defeated in commiGee at the state house. Your
leGers, phone calls, and e-mails made a big impact.
Without this kind of support, it would not have
happened.
Dave Lohf, our CSPAA treasurer, is doing a superb
job in keeping track of the dues. I want you all to
know that he is doing this without charging us any
fees. He is a true VOLUNTEER and we appreciate
his services.
As a reminder, the CSPAA dues are $20.00 a year
and come due in July. The ACSPP voluntary $60.00
dues are separate. Most of you have heard from
me via phone calls, e-mails, and verbal communicaons. The majority of you have responded favorably and a few are dissasﬁed. I am your
ACSPP representave. I am available to discuss
any subject with you. My e-mail address is jjmikita@comcast.net.

At one me there was
talk about selling the
1935 Ford to the Foundaon in order to give the Associaon the much
needed capital to ﬁght the baGles and keep the
Associaon above water. I am pleased to report
that the Ford will not be sold. One good thing that
came out of the discussion was to get an oﬃcial
appraisal. This was done and the appraisal was
$70,000.00.
The Associaon has taken serious acons to bring
spending under control. As of the ﬁrst of the year,
two posions have been vacated. Only one fullme employee is on the payroll to run the oﬃce.
All the oﬃcial business is being done by the board.
Many cost-saving measures have been implemented and so far it is working well.
Laurel Gillund has computerized all the monthly
reports, which are more mely and accurate. She
certainly has proven to be capable of handling the
oﬃce administraon. John Anderson from the
Foundaon connues to lend his experse and has
been helpful in many areas.
Terry Campbell is working overme in his dues as
our lobbyist. He stays on top of the pending bills
(Continued on page 4)
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ACSPP (cont.)

… there is a brick with your name on
it ...

and has an excellent working relaonship
with the legislators.
The Associaon is connuing to smulate,
promote, and maintain a posive image of
the Colorado State Patrol. We are working
hard on the members’ salaries, beneﬁts,
working condions and morale. There has
been an all-out eﬀort to keep everyone informed as to what is happening in the legislave process that aﬀects our members. In
turn, the members have responded in a very
posive way in helping us to maintain what
we have and hope to accomplish.

I thank you helping us to make a beGer future for you and your family. In closing, I
like what General
George PaGon
said, “Success is
how high you
bounce when you
hit boGom.”
Your ACSPP Representave
Joe Mikita

Well done to the Gerts and the Tiptons!
Jean and Bill Gert celebrated their 50th
Anniversary on July 1, 2011. They were
married July 1, 1961 in Riﬂe in a quiet ceremony. They have two children (Michael
and Wayne) and two grandchildren
(Ausn and Briana). Bill joined CSP in October, 1969 and was assigned to Golden.
He rered in Grand Juncon as a Sergeant
in February, 1995 so that he could add a
couple more miles to the odometer of
their motorcycle. Together, they have
endured some 250,000 miles traveling
around North America on various motorcycles. Of those mile, 10 of them were

while the sun was shining, it wasn’t
windy, snowing or raining, and the temperatures were in the low 80’s. They
have both been deeply involved in two
groups of motorcycle nuts – The Gold
Wing Road Riders Assn (Charter members – Chapter B) and The Blue Knights
(CO Chapter III). Mere words cannot adequately describe Jean’s paence, but
a(er he rered, she told Bill to get a job
because “… I married you for be/er or for
worse, but not for lunch every day.” He
did. Congratulaons to them both for an
extraordinary achievement.

Moldaleen “Toby” and Philip “Phil” Tipton a(er supporng U-Haul as they moved
celebrated their 50th wedding anniverfrom promoon to promoon for 30
sary Jan. 7 with a recepon hosted by
years. Congratulaons to them both.
their children, Cal Tipton, ScoG Tipton and
Kathy (Rick) Maestas. They were married
Jan. 9, 1962, at First Presbyterian Church
in Canon City. They have seven
grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren. Phil joined CSP in
November 1961 and was assigned
to Alamosa. In May, 1991, he rered as a Lieutenant in Canon
City. Toby rered from School
District RE: 1, also in Canon City,
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PERA News
ing signiﬁcant problems for PERA
As I’ve been wring this newsmembers.
leGer, I’ve deliberately
That recitaon
avoided adding poligot me thinking.
cal content or religious
With the legislacontent. There are no
ture beginning
two subjects that will
soon therea(er, and with PERA
ignite livelier debates and emoseeming to be under constant
ons than those two. Only when
threat of one sort or another, I
PERA is under aGack, do I bend
decided to track those bills that
that rule a bit and menon acvihad “PERA” somewhere in the
es by some of our elected oﬃtle or subject, and see who in
cials.
the legislature is doing what.
At the last Christmas luncheon,
Lonnie was
Chief Lonnie
right. There
Westphal was
“It’s a disgrace to the American
does seem to
asked to speak to
people. It has created a dysfuncbe a trend
onal government. It’s no longer
the assembled
when PERA is
about doing best for your constmembers and dismenoned.
uents. It’s about ge2ng recuss maGers reAgain this
elected.”
lang to law enyear, there
forcement, in gen… elder statesman (and CSPAA
have been bills
eral, and PERA, in
member) Tilman “Tillie” Bishop
to shi( the
regarding the present divisive
parcular. He was
responsibility
polical climate … (Denver Post,
thorough, as usuof paying for
January 15, 2012)
al, but added a
pensions from
twist I had not
employers to
expected. Almost
employees (SB
apologecally, he
-16); to raise the rerement age
went on about his polical party
(SB 82); to promote parcipaon
aﬃliaon and how he is evaluin the PERA deﬁned contribuon
ang whether to retain it, in light
plan (HB 1142); to change the
of the changes he has noted over
term for the highest average salthe past couple of decades. He
ary (HAS) when an employee resaid that one party had tradionres (HB 1150); change the
ally been a legislave friend to
makeup of the PERA Board of
law enforcement for years, but
Directors (HB 1179); alter the
over the last ﬁve to ten years,
subsidy for reree health insurthey’ve not been so supporve.
ance (HB 1250); and the list goes
He menoned that the same paron (SB 84, SB 119). As of this
ty had been supporve of PERA,
wring, there have been eight
but in the past ﬁve to ten years,
bills introduced that concern PEthat too has changed. He suggestRA. Of those, six have not sured aGendees may want to considvived the process and were voted
er how they vote in upcoming
down, but two of them have surelecons, as some of those electvived in one way or another, so
ed to represent all of us are caus-

far.
I’ve tracked who sponsored
each of those bills since the session opened and I’m surprised.
The sponsors for one, or more, of
the menoned bills are nine Senators and eleven Representaves. Of those, twenty are Republicans, and none are Democrats. Coupled with the campaigns waged by Treasurer Walker Stapleton (a Republican) over
the last couple of years, I’m beginning to see a paGern.
In alphabecal order, the following Representaves and Senators have sponsored or cosponsored one or more of the
above bills that seek to directly
(and adversely) aﬀect PERA and
your beneﬁts:
• Representave Jon Becker –
Fort Morgan (HB-1150)
• Senator Greg Brophy – Wray
(SB-16)
• Senator Bill Cadman – Colorado Springs (SB-16)
• Representave Brian
DelGrosso – Loveland (HB1142; HB-1150; SB-16)
• Representave Bob Gardner
– Colorado Springs (HB-1150;
SB-16)
• Senator Kevin Grantham –
Canon City (SB-16; SB-119)
• Senator Ted Harvey – Highlands Ranch (SB-16; SB-82;
SB-119; HB-1250)
• Representave Chris Holbert
– Parker (HB-1150; SB-119;
HB-1250)
• Representave Janak Joshi –
Colorado Springs (SB-16)
• Representave Jim Kerr –
LiGleton (HB-1179)
• Senator Keith King – Colora(Continued on page 6)
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PERA Legislation, etc. (cont.)
(Continued from page 5)

do Springs (SB-16; SB-119)
Senator Kent Lambert – Colorado Springs (SB16; SB-84; SB-119; HB-1150)
• Senator Kevin Lundberg – Berthoud (SB-16; SB119)
• Representave Carole Murray – Castle Rock
(HB-1150)
• Senator Tim Neville – LiGleton (SB-16)
• Representave B. J. Nikkel –
Loveland (HB-1150)
• Representave Kevin Priola
– Henderson (HB-1150)
• Senator ScoG Renfroe –
Greeley (SB-119)
• Representave Jerry Sonnenberg – Sterling (HB1150)
• Representave Spencer
Swalm – Centennial (SB-84)
The Colorado Coalion for Rerement Security has been sending out updates on the status for
all of the PERA bills and taken a
stand for or against each. So far,
they have not endorsed one of
them. Within each bill, CCRS has
found something that undermines the posive
eﬀects SB-1 (2010) has had on the PERA trust fund;
or that reduces beneﬁts to present rerees; or puts
present reree beneﬁts in jeopardy at some point
in the future.
An arcle in the Denver Post (February 23rd) regarding changes sought through HB-1250 and
sponsored by Representave Chris Holbert (Parker),
indicated that the representave seemed to put no
more thought into the eﬀects of his bill than to
have simply have goGen the idea from a think tank.
When pressed for clariﬁcaon of what his bill actually said, he referred quesoners to the Independence Instute, a free-market, right-leaning think
tank. (His bill would have jeopardized the health
coverage of the most vulnerable rerees and quite
likely have led to an increase in the state’s Medicaid
•

obligaons, rather than reduce costs associated with PERA.) Representave Holbert asked
that the bill be killed a(er “…too many other
members expressed concern about [the bill].”
It’s probably just a coincidence that there were
hundreds of rerees in aGendance who had
braved a snow storm to aGend the bill’s hearing, and they weren’t there to support the bill.
To his credit, Representave
Brian DelGrosso, upon ﬁnding
out how much his bill (HB1142) would cost PERA if enacted, asked that his bill be
eﬀecvely killed by the Appropriaons CommiGee. Kudos to
him .
I’m not advocang any posion in favor of another. My
mission is to simply point out
to you who is taking aim at our
rerement, or at the rerement of employees, present or
future, so that you can do with
it as you wish. If you should
ﬁnd yourself involved in a conversaon with one of those
listed, it might be a good me
to have an informaon exchange. The list does, however, seem to support Lonnie Westphal’s asseron in December.
Apparently, since the legislave eﬀorts to
dismantle PERA (as we know it) haven’t fared
well, as of this wring, another round of
threats is on the horizon. Rumor has it that
there are several “Cizen Iniaves” being
readied for submission to the Secretary of
State’s Oﬃce in hopes that they will be on the
November ballot. Speciﬁcs haven’t been released, but it appears they all want, in one
form or another, to make it mandatory that all
new hires will be placed in the deﬁned contribuon plan, rather than the present deﬁned
beneﬁt plan. This could get ugly.
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President’s message ….
(Continued from page 1)

members, over $11,000.00 has been
forwarded to ACSPP in an eﬀort to stabilize their ﬁnancial future.
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Start making plans for the annual meeng in September.
Arnie Ferrero has been busy
with geYng the plans put together and it looks like a good me is to be had. More to
follow in the next newsleGer.

Ken Shiﬂet
President

Block out September 9—11, 2012 for
the meeng and plan on bringing your
golf clubs. Several are waing to take
your money.

Health and Welfare of our members
Several of our members have expressed their sincere
thanks for the outpouring of get well wishes and the
overwhelming notes of prayer, sorrow and sympathy
from our members to those suﬀering from misfortune. Collecvely, they’ve all wondered how the U S
Post Oﬃce could be having any sort of crisis based
on the volume of mail they’ve received. The cost of
the stamps alone equals a sizable poron of the naonal debt. As a group, none beats our membership
for caring for each other.
1/6/12 Eva Grater, Lee Grater’s wife, passed away
in Enid , Oklahoma at age 91. Lee was acve on
the Patrol from February, 1947 unl he rered
as a Sergeant in April, 1973. He was sent to
Pueblo upon graduaon from the academy,
and rered from Pueblo, as well. Eva married
Lee in May, 1947 and also served the state and
worked for 25 years at the Colorado State Hospital. Lee passed away in 2003.
1/8/12 Rodney Keith, Shirley Keith’s son, reports
that “Mom is doing well even though she is
sll in rehab and working hard to be able to
transfer herself to and from her bed, etc. She
is sll at the Crestwood Care Facility and the
phone number to her room is 801-452-8988,
no voice mail. Also, be aware she is very hard
of hearing, If and when there are changes I'll
update you all.” Subsequent news isn’t encouraging. Shirley has been diagnosed with metastac cancer in both lungs and she is measuring her opons. “Let nature take its course”
seems to be her present choice, rather than
undergo chemotherapy and radiaon treat-

ments. In the meanme, she’s
sll progressing with physical
therapy for her hip.
1/12/12 Vince Bianco was taken
to the hospital in Kingman, AZ
last night with "chest pains"
and underwent various cardiac tests. He will
have open-heart surgery at Regional Medical
"Center, Kingman. AZ and will be hospitalized
for 7 to 10 days. Judee will be having roboc
surgery to remove a malignancy on Monday,
January 30th. On 012612, Judee reported that
Vince had the surgery and is recovering so
quickly he should receive a speeding cket.
1/13/12 Darrin Billinger, Al Billinger’s son, passed
away following a baGle with medical and liver
complicaons. Al served on the Patrol in the
late 1970s and was staoned in Fort Morgan.
He resigned in good standing to enter private
business. He later went to work for the Clear
Creek County S. O. and sll works in the Idaho
Springs/Georgetown area as a deputy.
1/20/12 Richard Cecetka underwent surgery on
January 17th to have a cancerous tumor in his
colon removed. While puYng the ﬁnishing
touches on that surgery, they found a second
small tumor in his small intesne, and that was
removed, as well. He is recuperang, but feels
like he was run over by a truck. Had the second
tumor not been removed, it would have taken
another 5 years for it to be detectable, so he
was lucky to get it out early.
(Continued on page 8)
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Health and Welfare of our members (cont.)
(Continued from page 7)

1/24/12 Elizabeth McMenamin, Nancy Cro(’s
mother, passed away January 18th at age 89
with her family by her side in Boulder.
2/8/12 Fay Warrington sent word that she has
reached a milestone – one year has passed
since her stem cell transplant and tesng indicates her cancer is in remission. She is very happy with that news and wanted to express her
gratude for all the cards, best wishes and prayers that have gone her way.
2/26/12 Don Rasnic passed away in October,
2011. Don entered CSP in January, 1956 and
was assigned to Pagosa Springs. At some point,
he transferred to Sterling, then later, returned
to Pagosa Springs, where he rered in May,
1978. He had to have loved hard work, because
he formed a well pump business and became a
farrier – both very diﬃcult jobs – a(er his 1st
rerement. He rered again when it was determined he had Alzheimer’s, moved to Nebraska
where he passed away.
2/29/12 Charlene Weese, wife of rered Technician Marvin Weese, passed away at age 71, in
Longmont, CO. Charlene endured more than her
fair share of grief during her lifeme, having
survived two of her children and Marvin, who
passed away in December, 2010.
3/4/12 Jean Schlichenmayer passed away March
2, 2012 in Grand Juncon. She was the oﬃce
manager in Limon, but moved to Grand Juncon
with her husband Pete a(er rering in 1984
from CSP.
3/4/12 John Franek fell down and hit his head
hard enough he required hospitalizaon. He
suﬀered a sizable concussion. The a(ernoon of
March 5th, he passed away as a result of the
injury. John was one of the ‘59ers and was part
of Class 59-2. He spent his enre 31-year career
in Hugo and rered as a Technician in 1990. His
bride of over 52 years was overwhelmed by the
outpouring of concern and care expressed by
CSP rerees and personnel. Gayle said she’ll sll
be the District 6 Representave alternate and
will connue to be acve with CSPAA.
3/6/12 Richard “Dick” Kuta passed away follow-

ing a period of poor health. He joined CSP in
1956 and was assigned to Manzanola. He was in
Delta when he rered in 1972 as a Patrolman.
3/7/12 Judee Bianco reported that Vince sll has
his ever-present smile and is undergoing cardiac
rehab, while she is in the second round of her
chemo therapy. She sounded fairly conﬁdent as
she has invited all of us to aGend their anniversary party next year where she plans to dance
with Mr. Bianco.
3/14/12 Lonnie Westphal had some stones removed from his bile duct March 11th and underwent gall bladder surgery the evening of
March 14th. He was ﬁnally released from the
hospital March 20th and returned to his home
and a mailbox full of get well cards.
3/15/12 Marv Schlageter underwent heart-valve
replacement surgery along with a triple bypass
on March 1st. On March 3rd, he suﬀered a massive stroke, from which he never recovered.
Marv passed away with his family at his side on
March 15th. Marv joined CSP in June, 1955 and
was assigned to Castle Rock. He rered as a
Captain (a Major, today) from Pueblo in 1987.
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Retirements
020612 Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Padilla
has announced his rerement from the
Colorado State Patrol, eﬀecve April 30,
2012.
013012 Human Resource Specialist Patricia
Snyder has announced her rerement
from the Colorado Department of Public
Safety, eﬀecve March 1, 2012.
013012 Corporal Larry Stoermer of the Watkins Post has announced his
rerement from the Colorado
State Patrol, eﬀecve April 1,
2012.
013012 IT Professional IV Janine
Wallace has announced her
rerement from OIT, eﬀecve

January 31, 2012.
022112 Master Sergeant Sco0 Nathlich has
announced his rerement from the Colorado State Patrol, eﬀecve April 1, 2012.
030512 Major James Colley of the Training
Services Branch has announced his rerement from the Colorado State Patrol,
eﬀecve April 30, 2012.
031212 Police Communicaon Technician
Gary Solano of the Pueblo
Communicaons Center has
announced his rerement
from the Colorado State
Patrol, eﬀecve May 31,
2012

A letter from “Aunt Shirley”
1/24/12 CSPAA received a “Thank You” card from
Shirley Forbes a(er she made it back home from her
disastrous trip to New York. I tried to scan the card for
publicaon, but Shirley writes with very small leGers, so
I couldn’t get them large enough to read. Instead, I’ve
scanned the photo on the front of the card (“Lioness in
grass; Ngorongoro Crater; Tanzania” photo by Roger
Brown) and took the liberty of typing out her message.

To all my CSP friends:
Thanks so much for your many, many cards of encouragement, friendship and prayers for my
recovery from the “freakish” accident while vacaoning in NYC in early December.
I am home now, in Greeley, connuing with physical, and occupaonal therapy – some of which
is a warm water pool at Hope Therapy Center. I’m not driving yet – I hope that will be possible in a
few more weeks. I expect a complete healing and recovery, and to be ready for my next trip. Yes,
we’re scheduled to return to NYC in November. We had ckets to see four shows, none of which
we got to see.
Again, thanks for all your good wishes. Sincerely, Shirley Forbes
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(With apologies to Paul Harvey)

There is no quicker way to exhibit one’s lack of knowledge than by either teaching a class, or by wring
this newsleGer. I may have to begin a new feature alongside “When did these occur” entled “I screwed
up again”. Proving that our members DO read parts of what I put out, I got a very enjoyable call from Dick
Downey, who, just as he has many mes in the past, advised me I was wrong. I had opined that the ﬁrst
CSP Cessna was used when purchased, but he assured me it was new.
Those who know Dick, know that, if there is one subject near and dear to his heart, it’s ﬂying aircra(. He
told me of an arcle he’d wriGen that outlined the history of the CSP involvement with aircra(. When I
asked if it might be available for inclusion in this newsleGer, he said he thought he could ﬁnd a copy of it.
Then, I found out it runs some 15 pages, not including footnotes, citaons and technical references. I
asked if I could edit it a bit. He then recalled another arcle he wrote for “The Police Chief Magazine” that
was a liGle shorter and was published “ … several years ago.” It turns out, it was published 32 years ago,
but it is shorter. Excerpts of that arcle appear below.

“Breaker–Breaker–Bear in the air at mile post
167”
“Thanks, Good Buddy – appreciate that – ‘ya
reckon that’s all he’s got to do, just ﬂy around
up there and keep the lid on us 18-wheelers?”
So went the CB jargon on a recent sunny
a(ernoon near the town of Castle Rock, Colorado, along Interstate 25. What generated the
CB traﬃc? As one might expect, a trucker had
just spoGed of the Colorado State Patrol’s
aircra( on patrol over the interstate system.
The trucker’s queson of whether all the pilot
had to do was to sly around and watch for
truckers was valid. Enforcement of the 55
mph naonal maximum speed limit, while an
important acvity for State Patrol pilots, is far
from the total job.
Highway Safety
The Colorado State Patrol Aircra( Secon
operates ﬁve ﬁxed-wing aircra(. Of these,
three are single-engine, high-wing Cessna
182s, one a Beechcra( Baron E-55, and the
other a Piper Navajo Chie(ain. Each of the
182s is regularly scheduled for highway patrol
which includes traﬃc law enforcement. They
are used virtually in all parts of the state over
a wide variaon of terrain and highway condions.
Patrolling single-engine aircra( provide numerous other services. Timely assistance to
stranded motorists and quick response to
traﬃc accidents o(en are enhanced by patrol
pilots discovering and reporng incidents to

radio dispatchers before other calls are received. Searches for lost persons in rough
terrain, locang downed aircra(, emergency
life-saving relays of blood, serum, etc., these
are all acvies which make up a regular part
of the patrol pilot’s job.
Other Uses
Colorado is a large state with many natural
obstacles. This somemes makes it a diﬃcult
place for emergency response agencies; and
on occasion, aircra( may be the only mely
mode of transportaon. Such was the case
last November when, during emergency surgery on a middle-aged man, a medical team
ran out of the required type of blood plasma.
The place was a community hospital located
in a small town some 60 miles west of the
Connental Divide. The required blood was in
a Denver blood bank, but the shortest route
by car was over Berthoud Pass on US 40
where a snow slide had just closed the highway. The hospital staﬀ noﬁed their local
State Patrol dispatcher who then called the
communicaons center in Denver. A patrol
plane was soon on its way, arriving at the
town’s airport in about 40 minutes ﬂying
me. The blood plasma was in the hospital
some ﬁve minutes later. While single-engine
patrol planes frequently make such life-saving
ﬂights, this trip required the use of one of the
department’s high-ﬂying twins to top a storm
which was in progress over the high mountains west of Denver.
In addion to the above example, twin-engine
(Continued on page 11)
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aircra( have proven their value to the Colorado
State Patrol in many other ways. Both twins
have earned their right to a place in the Patrol’s
aircra( ﬂeet. The planes are a part of the State
Aircra( Pool; therefore, when not employed in
the transportaon of Colorado’s governor, highway department oﬃcials, or in emergency use,
they are available for transportaon of oﬃcials
and employees from all state agencies. This is
accomplished by using State Patrol pilots with
the cost charged to user agencies on a reimbursement basis for all aircra( expenses.
The twins are o(en used to transport prisoners
for county sheriﬀs’ departments as well as the
state correconal agencies. Such a trip was recently made to pick up prisoners in four western
states, with four prisoners being returned to
county sheriﬀs and one to a state agency. The
cost was pro-rated between each agency according to the number of prisoners and distance
traveled.
When Colorado’s governor travels by small aircra(, he ﬂies in one of the twins operated by the
State Patrol. This enhances the eﬀecveness of
the Patrol’s security responsibility. Because all
pilots are trained in security, they are able to
augment the security detail on trips with the
governor and ﬁrst family.
Deployment and Personnel
Each twin-engine plane is equipped for instrument ﬂight. The Piper Navajo is cerﬁed for
ﬂight into known icing condions and is
equipped with weather radar. When necessary
to ﬂy above weather, the turbo-charged Navajo
can ﬂy above 20,000 feet, making it a versale
airplane for Colorado’s terrain and quickchanging weather condions.
Pilot personnel are all sworn oﬃcers of the Patrol. Presently, a captain acts as chief pilot with
an assistant who is a sergeant. The three remaining pilots include a technician (ranked just
above a trooper) and two troopers. Pilots work
under the direct supervision of the aircra( secon regardless of their assigned locaon. All
pilots are required, by department policy, to be
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oﬃcers with ﬁeld experience and have an FAA
commercial license before applying for the job.
Presently, each is instrument and mul-engine
rated, with the captain and sergeant being cerﬁed ﬂight instructors. Rank is obtained through
the civil service examinaon system given for all
members of the Colorado State Patrol with no
special provisions made for pilot personnel.
Their salary is based on the rank of the individual with no incenve or hazardous pay for ﬂying
status.
Long Tradi8on
When the Colorado State Patrol purchased its
ﬁrst Cessna 182 in 1965, the agency was not
new to the use of airplanes. In the late 1940s,
the Patrol owned a 1947 Snson Voyager which
it shared with the state’s highway department.
Its use was conﬁned to traﬃc observaon and
administrave travel. Some of the department’s
“old mers” were heard to tell of some close
calls they experienced while aGempng to get
the old Snson over the mountains. Later, patrol
pilots ﬂew Colorado governors and other administrators in an early twin owned by the highway
department.
A(er ﬁnding the Cessna 182 to be a valuable
tool, another was purchased in 1968; and in
1969, the Patrol was directed by the governor to
begin an aircra( speed enforcement program.
Since that me, the funcons performed by patrol pilots and aircra( have mulplied to remain
consistent with called-for-services. This includes
the assignment of the twin-engine airplanes and
third Cessna 182 for the Western Slope.
Conclusion
That truck driver who hears his CB radio come
alive with reports that “Air Bear” has been
spoGed, does have cause to wonder. If he is
speeding, he could become one of the nearly
5,000 drivers cketed for speeding on Colorado’s highways each year as a result of aircra(
enforcement. But, on the other hand, the trooper ﬂying that plane may not be watching traﬃc
at all, but is on some errand of mercy – perhaps
rushing serum to save the life of a four-year-old
who has just been biGen by a raGlesnake.

(Editor’s note: The purchase price of that 1965 Cessna182-H was reported to be $16,495. Adjusted for inﬂaon, the plane
purchased in 1965 would cost $112,768 today. A 2011 Cessna 182-T goes for a mere $398,100, but comes with a couple
more features. Dick Downey rered to Custer County from CSP in November, 1989 and dabbled in local polics. He has
since rered from that, too, and considers himself a “gentleman rancher”, so now deals in only one kind of manure.)
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Transfers:
1/3/12 **CORRECTION** - Trooper Kenneth
Pierce of Hazardous Materials has transferred
to the Sterling Troop oﬃce, eﬀecve December 18, 2011.
1/17/12 Trooper Sco0 D’Amour of the Colorado
Springs Troop oﬃce has transferred to Invesgave Services Secon, eﬀecve January 16,
2012.
1/17/12 Trooper Jason Greninger of the Golden
Troop oﬃce has transferred to MCSAP, eﬀecve January 1, 2012.
1/17/12 Trooper Michael Hill of the Sterling ART
has transferred to the Sterling Troop oﬃce,
eﬀecve January 16, 2012.
1/17/12 Trooper Kevin Jordan of Hazardous Materials has transferred to MCSAP, eﬀecve
January 1, 2012.
1/17/12 Trooper Dennis Rabe of the Lamar Troop
oﬃce has transferred to MCSAP, eﬀecve
January 1, 2012.
1/23/12 Administra8ve Assistant Joanna Prui0 of
the Aircra( Unit has transferred to Public
Aﬀairs, eﬀecve January 9, 2012.
2/21/12 Sergeant Jeﬀ Sewell of the Alamosa
Troop oﬃce has transferred to the Business
Intelligence Unit, eﬀecve February 1, 2012.
3/12/12 Trooper Gary Cutler of the Fort Morgan
Post has transferred to the Golden Troop
oﬃce, eﬀecve March 1, 2012.
3/12/12 Administra8ve Assistant Lisa Frank of
the Adams County Troop oﬃce has transferred to Homeland Security, Eﬀecve March
5, 2012.
3/12/12 Trooper Jeﬀrey Gowin, TDY at Execuve
Security Unit, has returned to the Broomﬁeld
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Troop oﬃce, eﬀecve February 10, 2012.
3/12/12 Administra8ve Assistant Kathy Hokkanen of the Golden Troop oﬃce has transferred to the Adams County Troop oﬃce,
eﬀecve March 5, 2012.
3/12/12 Trooper Brady Kobus of the Craig Troop
oﬃce has transferred to Policy & Research,
eﬀecve March 1, 2012.
3/12/12 Administra8ve Assistant Julie Lay of the
Execuve Director’s Financial Services oﬃce
has transferred to the Golden Troop oﬃce,
eﬀecve March 5, 2012.
3/12/12 Corporal Shane Scovel of the Colorado
Springs Troop oﬃce has transferred to the
Woodland Park Post, eﬀecve March 1, 2012.
(He didn’t get a chance to unpack his suitcase
– note his name in the promoons list.)
3/19/12 Sergeant William Barkley of the Watkins
Post has transferred to the Castle Rock Troop
oﬃce, eﬀecve March 15, 2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Michael Frasier of the Cortez
Post has transferred to Hazardous Materials,
eﬀecve March 13, 2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Nicholas Hazle0 has transferred
to the Colorado Springs Troop oﬃce, eﬀecve
March 12, 2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Travis Hood has transferred to
the Adams County Troop oﬃce, eﬀecve
March 1, 2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Douglas Kline has transferred to
the CSP Selecons Unit, eﬀecve March 12,
2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Dusty Kra: of the Sterling Troop
oﬃce has transferred to District 3 ART, eﬀecve March 12, 2012.
3/19/12 Trooper Gary Schaaf has transferred to
the Colorado Springs Troop oﬃce, eﬀecve
March 7, 2012.
3/19/12 Materials Handler Jordan Wesco0 of
Support Services has promoted to an Equipment Mechanic II, sll assigned to Support
Services, eﬀecve March 1, 2012.
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Promotions:
2/2/12 Corporal Doug Conrad of Troop 2-E,
Woodland Park, has been promoted to Sergeant and assigned to Troop 5-B, Alamosa,
eﬀecve February 15, 2012.
3/12/12 Major Brenda Leﬄer of the Staﬀ Services Branch has been promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and assigned Command of Region One, eﬀecve March 16, 2012.
3/12/12 Captain Kevin Eldridge of Research and
Development has been promoted to Major
and assigned Command of the Staﬀ Services
Branch, eﬀecve March 16, 2012
3/14/12 Corporal Shane Scovel of the Woodland
Park Post has been promoted to Sergeant
and assigned to the Watkins Troop Oﬃce
once he ﬁnds his way back down from Wood-

Awards and Recognition:
2/8/12 Although not an “Oﬃcial Award”, none of
the rest of us would refuse it. Willis and
Chris8ne Boyd were the lucky winners in the
Arizona Powerball drawing and were the recipients of $1 Million. In Willis’ level-headed
approach to most things, he said that, a(er
geYng Chrisne a new car, they would invest
the rest. A(er all the medical mayhem
they’ve put up with, it’s good to see something go their way, for once.
3/15/12 Trooper Michael “Piney” Harris was
awarded the Purple Heart for injuries he received October 9, 2009 during the apprehension of a wanted criminal.
3/19/12 Communica8on Oﬃcer Kenric Holman
(Montrose) was awarded the Colonel’s Award
for Excellence as the Communicaon Oﬃcer
of the Quarter (another received in 2011) for
eﬀorts beneﬁYng another Communicaon
Oﬃcer baGling with cancer and for connued
leadership.
3/19/12 Communica8on Oﬃcer Denise
Ma0hews (Denver) was awarded the Colonel’s Award for Excellence as the Communi-

land Park (actually, the date wasn’t speciﬁed,
but he was promoted on March 16th).

caon Oﬃcer of the Quarter for displaying
exceponal calm during several high tension
incidents she personally handled, or assisted
others in handling.
3/19/12 Communica8on Oﬃcer Berenice Naylor
(Craig) was awarded the Colonel’s Award for
Excellence as the Communicaon Oﬃcer of
the Quarter for her exceponal competence,
knowledge and professionalism in all that she
does.
3/19/12 Communica8on Oﬃcer Maverick
Turner (Alamosa) was awarded the Colonel’s
Award for Excellence as the Communicaon
Oﬃcer of the Quarter for connued professionalism and eﬀorts in Public Aﬀairs and
public safety programs within the Alamosa
area, as well as overall demeanor and enthusiasm.
3/19/12 Communica8on Oﬃcer Amanda Wya0
(Pueblo) was awarded the Colonel’s Award
for Excellence as the Communicaon Oﬃcer
of the Quarter for job knowledge and enthusiasm, and for formulang a scheduling
scheme suitable for all within the Pueblo
Center.

I’ve said it before and you’ll likely read it here again. All too often, those of us who picked up a patrol car microphone relied
heavily on that very professional person on the other end of the radio call. Those folks in the communications centers
around the state make the rest of us look good. Very good. It takes a very special person to sit in a dark room and anticipate
crisis after crisis and deal with it without ever being able to see what’s going on outside.
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COLORADO STATE PATROL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Answers to “When did these occur?” ...
1. Even though they were only there for four weeks, those guys would probably tell
the rest of us we had it easy, by comparison. They hit the road on October 20th,
1935.
2. Leather jackets kept many a WWII aviator warm through the war, so it was only
natural that they became a part of our uniform in 1949 a(er they came back.

Ken Shiflet: (970) 302-3699
Email: k.shiflet@comcast.net
or
Dave Lohf: 303-422-5100
E-mail: CSPAA@q.com

3. Service stars and bars were aGached to the sleeve of the shirt beginning in 1959.
Wives have cursed sewing them on ever since.
4. It seemed awkward, at ﬁrst, but quickly became second nature to refer to one’s
district and troop in 1978.
5. A marked patrol car was always easy to see coming toward you, unl 1997. Those
silver cars are the best “unmarked” marked cars I’ve seen. Unl the lights come on,
they blend in with other traﬃc. (No, I won’t go into detail on how I might know
that.)

ACSPP
55 Wadsworth Boulevard
Lakewood, CO
80226
(303) 237-7439

And on the lighter side ...
As a court clerk, I am well-versed in the jury selecon process. First a computer randomly selects a few hundred cizens from the enre county to report for jury duty on a
parcular day. Then another computer assigns 40 of those present to a courtroom.
Then the 40 names are placed into a drum, and a dozen names are pulled.
During jury selecon for one trial, the judge asked potenal Juror No. 1 if there was
any reason he could not be a fair and imparal juror.
"There may be," he replied. "Juror No. 12 is my ex-wife, and if
we were on the same jury, I guarantee we would not be able to
agree on anything."
Both were excused.

A man and woman were having dinner in a ﬁne restaurant. They
were gazing lovingly at each other and holding hands.
Their waitress, taking another order at a table a few steps away, suddenly noced the
man slowly sliding down his chair and under the table, but the woman acted unconcerned.
The waitress watched as the man slid all the way down his chair and out of sight under
the table. Sll, the woman appeared calm and un-ruﬄed, apparently unaware her dining companion had disappeared.
The waitress went over to the table and said to the woman, "Pardon me, ma'am, but I
think your husband just slid under the table."
The woman calmly looked up at her and said, "No, he didn't. He just walked in."

… Dave Lohf— Manager of Missteps, Misspellings and Misprints ...

